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City of Mount Pleasant Activities and Events

Mayor Sharon Tilmann was honored as 
the Grand Marshal at the Sacred Heart 
Academy parade Oct. 3.  

“I graduated from Sacred Heart in 
1964,” Tilmann said. “My class is 
celebrating their 50th class reunion 
over this weekend.”

Tilmann’s great grandfather was also 
on the first Parish Council. He helped 
with the establishment of the school. 

 “I was truly honored to be chosen as 
Grand Marshal and very surprised,” 
she added. “It is also an honor for my 
family in recognizing the tradition.” 

Mayor serves as 
parade Grand MarshalOCTOBER  

Oct. 13, 27: City Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall
Oct. 22: Zoning Board of Appeals 
7 p.m. City Hall  
Oct. 28: Parks and Recreation 
7 p.m. City Hall 
Oct. 31: Pumpkin Promenade 
4 to 6 p.m., Downtown 
Trick-or-treat, children’s activities 

NOVEMBER
Nov. 6: Planning Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall  
Nov. 10, 24: City Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall  
Nov. 15: Ladies Night Out,  
4 to 8 p.m. Downtown
Nov. 19: Zoning Board of Appeals,  
7 p.m. City Hall 
Nov. 25: Parks and Recreation ,  
7 p.m. City Hall 
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DECEMBER
Dec. 4: Planning Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall 
Dec. 6: Mt. Pleasant Christmas 
Celebration, noon to 9 p.m., 
Downtown: Featuring holiday 
festivities, children’s activities, 
parade and fireworks.  
Dec. 8, 22: City Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall 

Dec. 17: Zoning Board of 
Appeals, 7 p.m. City Hall
See the full City calendar at  
www.mt-pleasant.org

The Neighborhood Resource Unit, a 
newly formed team comprised of many 
City departments, has helped bring 
more than 50 rental units up to code 
over the past year. 

Led by Fire Lt. Mike Dunham, the effort 
aims to increase the safety and upkeep 
of neighborhoods while making sure 
landlords are up to date on code 
regulations and other communications. 
To accomplish this, partnerships are a 
key factor, Dunham explained. 

For example, the unit has regular 
meetings and outreach with the 
rental community, Central Michigan 
University and Mid-Michigan 
Community College. 

“We’re out in the community every 
day,” Dunham said. “Students live in 
our community and that’s important. 
We meet to share information and 
resources, not only just to get our 
message out, but to hear their 
concerns as well.” 

The unit has a list of ongoing 
duties including handling rental 
complaints, housing code inspections 
and enforcement, and commercial 
inspections. 

The unit also investigates new 
community-oriented programs, 
revamps existing programs, and works 
closely with neighborhood associations 
identifying methods to address issues 
in neighborhoods to prevent areas 
from declining. 

“There’s pride that exists in each 
neighborhood and it’s our goal 
for residents to be safe while  
neighborhood value is maintained. 
We have common goals,” Dunham 
added.  “It’s not our goal to be just an 
enforcement group…we want to be a 
resource to the community.”  • 
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Contact the  
Neighborhood Resource Unit

Fire Lt. Mike Dunham  
989.779.5123 
mdunham@mt-pleasant.org
 
Other NRU members pictured above:   
Jeff Browne and Mike Williams,  
City Police Department
Jeff Pickler and Paul Rocheleau,  
City Code Enforcement



A number of biking symbols have been 
added along West Broadway Street to help 
bring more awareness and safety to bikers 
who share the roadway. 
These markings are used in the United 
States, Australia and other countries. In the 
United States, usage of the wide shape of 
the arrow combined with the bike symbol, 
gave rise to unofficial names such as “bike 
in a house” or “sharrow.”
“We are looking at ways to create a more 
walkable and bikeable community,” said 
City Engineer Stacie Tewari. “In addition to 
the pavement markings, ‘share the road’ 
signs were placed along the street.” 
The marking is placed in the center of a 
travel lane to indicate that a bicyclist may 
use the full lane. 

A City of Mount Pleasant citizen-initiated 
Marijuana Decriminalization Proposal will 
be on the Nov. 4 election ballot - aiming 
to amend the City’s charter. 
If passed, the use, possession and transfer 
of less than one ounce of marijuana 
would be legal under City law within 
city limits, but would not include Central 
Michigan University’s campus. 
Both Gov. Rick Snyder and Attorney 
General Bill Schuette sent letters to 
Mount Pleasant’s City commissioners 
denouncing the proposal, indicating 
that they do not approve the charter 
amendment due to its inconsistency 
with state laws prohibiting marijuana 
consumption, possession and sale.
Jeff Browne, public information officer for 
the Mt. Pleasant Police Department, said 
if the initiative passes, little will change 
with current operations and enforcement. 

After an evaluation of expected weather 
conditions and street cleaning practices, the 
City Commission approved a trial period for 
the 2014-15 season to consider a potential 
change to the overnight parking ordinance. 
During this trial phase, City parking along 
non-downtown streets will be prohibited 
from 2 a.m. to 5 a.m. from Dec. 1 to April 1. 
In the past, parking was limited from 2 a.m. 
to 5 a.m. Sept. 1 to May 1. The trial period 
will likely offer more flexibility for residents 
and visitors. Based on the outcome of the 
trial, the commission will decide whether a 
permanent change should be implemented. 
Prohibition of parking from 4 a.m. to 6 a.m. 
in the downtown area will continue to be 
enforced.  •

Over the years, husband and wife, 
Andrew and Erin Zimmer, have been 
more than just a team with one another. 
In any given soccer season, between 
each of the teams they coach, they have 
about 30 kids who look up to them for 
new skills and inspiration. 

“What I really love about soccer is 
that it requires teamwork among all 
of the players and trusting that your 
teammates will do their job and be in 
the right place,” said Andrew Zimmer, 
who is a school teacher by day. “I also 
like that there is not a lot of scoring, so 
every goal that is scored is very exciting.”

For the past five years, the Zimmers 
have coached during the fall and spring 
seasons. It keeps them busy with their 
own children, who also play soccer, 

Residents will have leaf pickup opportunities 
over the course of three weeks this fall, with 
a full week in between each pickup to rake 
leaves. Each collection week will encompass 
the entire City. 

Collection weeks are scheduled for the weeks 
of Oct. 27, Nov. 10 and Nov. 24. Therefore, 
residents should rake leaves into low piles, 
taking care not to cover catch basins, during 
the weeks of Oct. 20, Nov. 3 and Nov. 17. 

Christmas trees (free of all decorations, tinsel, 
plastic bags and other items) can be placed 
at the curb, cut-end to the curb, between 
Dec. 29 and Jan. 9. Wreaths will not be 
picked up. 

There is also a one-day delay post holidays 
for refuse and recycling collection (Nov. 27, 
Dec. 24, 25 and Jan.1). 

Questions about the pickup schedule can be 
directed to the Division of Public Works,  
779-5401. •

Based on a review of the costs for providing 
brush service only one time per month 
instead of two times, City crews resumed 
chipping brush semi-monthly, beginning 
in September. Brush is chipped during the 
second and fourth weeks of each month, 
usually on Monday. 

This service is subject to inclement weather 
conditions, the volume of pick-ups scheduled 
and other obligations of City crews at the 
discretion of the street superintendent. 
 
If you have signed up for brush chipping 
and it is not completed on Monday, it will be 
completed during that week.  •

Downtown Mt. Pleasant now has a variety of 
new trees in an effort to rid the area of dead 
or diseased Ash trees that were planted more 
than 15 years ago. 

“The Emerald Ash Borer has been attacking 
all the Ash trees, so we’ve steadily replaced 
them over the last few years,” said 
Downtown Development Director Michelle 
Sponseller. “We know removal of trees can 
be a sensitive issue for some community 
members, but we’re trying to be thoughtful 
on those we remove and will do so only 
when the tree has reached the end of its 
lifespan.” 

The trees include Serviceberry, American Hop 
Hornbeam, Ivory Silk Japanese Lilac Tree, 
Princeton Gold Maple and Okame Cherry.  •

The City of Mount Pleasant celebrates 125 years. Many residents stopped downtown 
to sample one of 125 cupcakes provided by Crem de la Creme Cupcakes, located in 
downtown Mt. Pleasant. Thank you to all who celebrated with us!

The City will add additional sharrow 
symbols and signage on Washington 
and Main streets when they are 
converted to two-way traffic next  
year. •

“As a police department, business is 
not going to change much,” Browne 
added. “In the past, we never focused 
our enforcement efforts on individuals 
who are in possession of small 
amounts of marijuana.”
If approved, this measure would 
decriminalize the possession and use 
of less than one ounce of marijuana on 
private property by an adult above the 
age of 21. The measure only applies 
to City law. Marijuana would remain 
illegal according to state and federal 
law. 
Efforts to decriminalize marijuana 
possession have been announced in 
18 cities throughout Michigan for 2014 
ballots.  •

and they simply enjoy their extended 
company.

The biggest reward is watching the 
players improve during each season and 
have fun at the same time.

“My wife and I coach so we can share our 
knowledge and love of the game, not only 
with our own kids, but with other kids in 
this community,” Zimmer added. 

Erin Zimmer said she enjoys watching the 
kids transform from individuals to a team. 

“I love watching a kid develop confidence 
on the field. They start out the season 
tentative, and slowly gain confidence in 
their ability,” she said. “I think that kind of 
confidence can transcend on the field and 
help them throughout life.” •

Dedication to 
Seasonal collection 

1889-2014: Happy Birthday Mt. Pleasant! 

City adds new bike safety signage

Marijuana proposal coming Nov. 4

Parking pilot study

recreation: soccer season   Enforcement began in early September on 
the pilot study aimed to reduce unnecessary 
traffic through residential neighborhoods 
and decrease on-street parking by 
commuters to Central Michigan University’s 
campus.

   On-street parking regulations in the target 
areas will be restricted to residents only 
between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
The two areas participating in the program 
are residential neighborhoods west of CMU’s 
campus and neighborhoods between High 
and Bellows and Fancher to Douglas streets, 
north of campus.

   Property owners who wish to use on-street 
parking during this timeframe may apply to 
the Department of Building Safety at City 
Hall for a free window decal for personal 
vehicle/s or request guest passes for visitors. 

   Questions and feedback can be directed to 
Brian Kench, Community Services Division, 
989-779-5301. •

Parking hours

Learn more 
www.mt-pleasant.org

New connector street
The City, in partnership with Central 
Michigan University, recently completed a 
new street connecting South Mission Street 
to East Campus Drive (south of the Special 
Olympics Michigan building) to decrease 
traffic congestion along Mission Street and 
on campus. 
The new connector street is limited to only 
right-hand turn outs and right-hand turn 
ins because of Michigan Department of 
Transportation rules. 
The first connector street (Fairfield Drive) 
was added last fall between Sherwin-
Williams Paint and Papa John’s Pizza and 
also connects Mission to East Campus Drive. 
Later this fall, the City’s engineering and 
planning departments will review options 
for more connector streets.  •

Dog park delayed until spring 
Due to higher than expected contractor 
bids to construct the dog park, the 
project will be delayed until spring. 

The delay, however, has brought a 
special donation from Bandit Industries,  
of Remus, in time and equipment to 
clear the property for the future park, 
Hannah’s Bark Park, located on a three-
acre site at Mission Creek Park. 

Through the donation, much of the 
grounds preparation is to be completed 
this fall, including seed for new turf 
growth to appear in the spring.  

City staff, Union Township officials and 
Friends of The Dog Park volunteers 
have been working closely with Rowe 
Professional Services for the past year to 
finalize the bid package for construction 
of the park.  

The bid package went out in July to 
interested bidders, but prices received 
were higher than engineering estimates.  

Because of the high bids and the 
donation from Bandit, staff discussed 
options with Rowe and the City engineer 
and decided to delay construction. 

Project partners will revisit the design 
options over the winter taking into 
consideration donations received and 
other adjustments to help keep the 
project within the budget.  

“We discussed our options with our 
partners from Union Township and 
the Friends of the Dog Park,” said 
Chris Bundy, director of Parks and 
Public Spaces. “Like us they were a 
bit disappointed in waiting, but with 
community support, we all concurred 
that the best course of action for a 
successful project would be to readjust 
our scope and rebid the project.” •

Reminders

Brush chipping services

New trees downtown


